Peter Babb's (1-2-1) Original Homestead

Peter Babb, Sr. in 1773 willed the house he lived in to son Peter, Jr. The
current location was 789 Cedar Knoll Road. Does this mean this was the location
of Peter, Sr.’sfirst house in West Caln Township? Or did Peter, Sr. first live on the
property at 793 Cedar Knoll Road which was also part of hisoriginal land tract and
was willed to and owned by his son Samson Babb.

Peter Babb, Sr. first appeared in West Caln Township tax listsin 1729 BUT
he previously appeared in the Calne Township tax listsin 1724. Since West Caln
Township was previously part of Calne Township. Peter, Sr. may have lived on
future West Caln Township land as early as 1724.

Peter Babb, Sr. (29 September 1695 to 27 October 1773) was buried at the
Bradford Friends Cemetery and was the son of Thomas Babb, Sr. and Bathsheba
Babb. Peter married Mary Lewis (1697 — 1773) who was the daughter of Evan &
Ann Lewis.

A Warrant was issued on April 19, 1734 to Peter for 400 acres. It was
returned on February 10, 1742. The property containing 487 acres was surveyed by
Samuel Lightfoot in 1741. See Warrant and Survey on below and on pages 2 and 3.

1(/Mﬁ"‘*

( / /3 { ol z
//a/ e et

// S
//;?/ /ﬁ//// ya;;

C(/f//es %7 County

fw Acres

...Pers:

/(/‘j %d///@?& e

Part 1 of the Warrant issued to Peter Babb, Sr. on April 19, 1734
for 400 acres. It was returned on February 10, 1742.



Part 2 of the Warrant issued to Peter Babb, Sr. on April 19, 1734
for 400 acres. It was returned on February 10, 1742.
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th.e Department of. Internal Ajfairs of Pormsylv nid,
: oonformably to an Act of Assembly approved the 16th
Febrmry, 1888, I have hereunio set my Hand nd
the Seal of said. Dapa.ﬂ,mant to s a.ﬁmad at .

Survey of Peter Babb, Sr.’s Property by Samuel Lightfoot
on March 13, 1741.
Source: Survey Book C76, page 51.
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Drawing of Peter Babb's Property showing division
of his property either by hiswill or future sales.
Two potential sites of homes are circled.
Source: Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form
dated June 18, 2002



789 Cedar Knoll Road

Peter Babb's Sr. will dated 1773 left the house that he and his wife Mary
lived in to his wife and son Peter Babb, Jr.
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Peter Babb, Sr’s Will dated 1773.

In 1796, Peter, Jr. sold this property to William Long (Chester County Deed
Book 13 page 387).
The 1798 Glass Tax showed William Long was the owner and John Long as
the occupant for the following buildings on this property:
1 Story Log House — 20’ x 22’
1 Log Milkhouse—6' x 8
1 Stone Barn — 50’ x 30’
98 acres (not unusual to underestimate acres on tax lists)
The 1799 tax list showed the same information as the 1798 Glass Tax.



On April 2, 1814, William and Mary Long sold this property (112 acres) to
Bernard and Anthony Vanleer (described asiron mongers). On October 10, 1815,
Bernard Vanleer placed an ad in the American Republican trying to sell his 112-
acre property.
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10,1615 TO BE SOLD, -

.. At Public Sale,

On  Saturday the 21st day of October next,

- at 12/ 0’clock, at_the sign of the Barley .
Sheat, in Wcst (.dln tuwm-.crp, Chester
county, :: .

e, THREE LOTS OF LAND
All fmmmg on the: Hibernia tumplke

roa(] 36 miles; fram Philadelphia and five !

trcxm Prqau couvcmtm to mills ‘and othc. :
m.cmufactoncs, places of worshlp of diffe.ent
proféssions, &c. - \
= Nos 1, Contalnmg 112 acres of land un-
der ahu;h state of cultivation. Of this hrm

rabout 30 acres are ‘excellent: woodland, 'md

ithe. rcmamdcr under clover and tlmolhv

v_]uﬂluqusly divided into conveniént ﬁclds, i

well enclosed with good chesnut rail fence. |

‘The buxldmgs are a tWo-story. stone . “house, |

‘with-two rooms on-.a ﬂoor, a neverfailing

sprmg near the door, a handscme log bs arn, |

a- young thriving apple orchard, contammg
a choice collection of. fruit trees of vanous
kinds, a good gayden,&c i 2

The ad stated that the buildings now include atwo-story stone house with
two rooms to a floor, never failing spring near the door and a log barn. At
some point between 1796 and 1815 the stone house was built.

It appears that the property was then sold to John Barr but no deed was
recorded. Samuel Hatfield purchased the property in 1817 at a sheriff sale. The
property went thru severa sales gradually reducing the size from 112 acres to 108
acres, then 103 acres and then 99 acres. In 1855 Joseph Briggs purchased the
property then containing 90 acres and 42 perches.

On November 1, 1864, Joseph Briggs placed an ad in the Village Record
trying to sell his 90-acre property. He lists atwo and one-half floor stone
dwelling with four rooms on each floor plusa cellar, a new stone barn (45 x
60’), a wagon house and a stone spring house.
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Source: Village . Chester Co. %Eurm at ruﬂné Dale. |

ILL be gold at Public Sale on TIIURSDAY, 17th of

Record, November 1, : NOVEMBER, 1546}, a Farm of 90 ACRES, situate
in W, sl townchip, Chester Co., about four miles
1864. North ol the Pennuylvanin R. R, ut Contesville, on_the

Hibernin pike, and 26 miles North of Hibernin Ivon
{ Worke, bounded by the township of Wert Bruudywine,
‘and by Iands of Brooke Brothers, A. Martin and others,
{between 60 and 70 ACRIES are arable land ina high
© Bl stuteotcultivation, huving been heavile limed
o p 7 within a few :car it is very convenient to

4] Schools, Churches and Millsand for healthful-
A2 e i unsurpasssd, the improvementd couslst
of w good Stone DWELLINU, 3% rtorles, four rooms on

n tlvory with celler under, would be convenient for twe

tanilies. A rew stone barn, 45 by 65 feet new—wagon, |

houge aind wood house, rtone spring house, over a splen- H

did epring of water, thore nre two Apple Orchards ot very

select Iruit und other troes In variety,  Also sl fruats |

includicg grapes ; persons wighing to invest ina fum -
that will puy, will promote their interosty by attenciny ‘
this sale. Further de tion is deemed unueeessury |
as persons wishing to purchase are golicited to view the
propurty for themeclves,  Where all desired information !
will be given by the subseriber reeiding thereon. Sale
to commence at 1 o'ciock, o -
L BOvedw o\ ~_ JOSEPH BRIGGS.

On October 17, 1865, owner Joseph Briggs placed another newspaper ad in
the Village Record. He states that the buildings were nearly all new.
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Farm at Private Sale. |

90 ACRES of well improved land, situate {n' tho

north east corner of West E:gln township, Ches-

ter county, Pa., four miles Tinrth of Coatesviile, .well
watered, fenced. and BUILDINGS nearly all

new. FKFurther description {s deemed unncces- m.
831y, s persons wishing to purchase will view

for themselves, It will be sold cheap, and on accom-

i modating tetrmu. Further information by the subscrib-

er rvsiuing thereop.— . g i
octlT-4w_ [p 5 ~ JOSEPH BRIGGS. .

Source: Village Record, October 17, 1865



Photos of 789 Cedar Knoll Road
By Ray Kelso —1996.
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Photo Aboe of ri n Hse
By Ray Kelso - 1996

Photo Above of 789 Cedar Knoll Road
By Gregg Reno — September 2, 2023



Photos of 789 Cedar Knoll Road

by Gregg Reno
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793 Cedar Knoll Road

Peter Babb, Sr. in hiswill dated 1773 left the house that his son, Samson
Babb now livesin to Samson.
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‘ Sectlon of the Will leaving Samson Babb the property where he now I|ves

At some point in time Samson Babb sold part of the property he inherited to
Eli Shugart. The writer could not find that this deed was ever recorded.

The 1798 Glass Tax shows the following buildings on the Eli Shugart
property:

2 Story Log House — 18’ x 20’
1 Log Stable—12' x 14’
1 Stone Milk House — 8’ x 10’
The 1798 Glass Tax lists the neighbors as William Long and Samuel Downing
which match the neighbors in the drawing shown on page 4.

On October 29, 1801, Eli Shugart placed an ad in the Philadel phia Gazette
trying to sell the property he purchased from Samson Babb. The ad showed the
112-acre property contained atwo-story log house, alog barn, and an ever-
lasting spring at the door of the house.

Please note that the ad showed the property was in West Chester Township.
That isincorrect. The description of the property showed it was located in \West
Caln Township.
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R o cor Private sale, -

| A VALUABLL PLANTALION, fituate in
| Wett.Chetler J!‘.c,do{,h‘;p, « kedter County, 1‘::&1
State of Pencfy vania, abowt 41 miles. trom the
| City of Pulalelphia. and abeut 25 miles fiom
' Laucatter, and ¢ milesfiom the Philadelphia and |
' Laoealler Turupike road : contaiaing 112 acres, |
|45 of which are mcadow, and a guanwny m-:r:?
'may be_male; 3 large prozortidn- of Woad'and, |
- ‘There are on the piemiles atwo Rory Log Houfe, |
'@ Log larn, & p-ver laiiirg Spring ar the door, a |
valeable Apgle £5¥Chard, witha vasiety of other
Fruit Trecs,  The sbove premifss is couvenient to
fereral places of worilup, and within ha.f & mile
ol a Furge and Grit.dull., Any perfun defirous of
purchafing, may know the eonciiivny of fale by
appiying fo the fudbfopiber, liwing a1 the fign of
Ceneral Woif, on the 0:d Lancalter road, 3 miles
above Waggon.Town. :

- —t

‘ 30 | Eli Shugart.
O&tober 22, -2 th 3c®

Source: Philadelphia Gazette
October 29, 1801

This property eventually was acquired by Charles Brooke as part of the
Hibernia properties and inherited by Helen Brooke and L ouisa Wickersham. In
1881, it was sold to George Streiby.

The county property records indicate the current house on the property was
built in 1880. It isnot known if thisis a guess or the actua date the house was
built.

The Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form filed by Chester County
in 2002 shows that Samson isliving at what is now 793 Cedar Knoll Road. The
county admits they did not do a complete deed search.

| also did not do a complete deed search because of the complications of
dealing with the Charles Brooke empire and it's multiple deeds.
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793 Cedar Knoll Road
Photo by Ray Kelso — 1996
Source: Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form

CONCLUSION

The Peter Babb, Sr. original home was alog cabin according to the 1798
Glass Tax. Neither 789 Cedar Knoll Road nor 793 Cedar Knoll Road contain alog
cabin at thistime. Both properties did have log cabinsin 1798.

Peter, Sr.’swill dated 1773 indicates that his homein 1773 was on the
property passed on to his son Peter, Jr. which is now 789 Cedar Knoll Road.

It is not 100% certain that the land passed on to Peter, Jr. at 789 Cedar Knoll
Road was the location of Peter, Sr.’s original home.

Al Brown - September 12, 2023
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