
Peter Babb's (1-2-1) Original Homestead

Peter Babb, Sr. in 1773 willed the house he lived in to son Peter, Jr. The
current location was 789 Cedar Knoll Road. Does this mean this was the location 
of Peter, Sr.’s first house in West Caln Township? Or did Peter, Sr. first live on the 
property at 793 Cedar Knoll Road which was also part of his original land tract and 
was willed to and owned by his son Samson Babb.

Peter Babb, Sr. first appeared in West Caln Township tax lists in 1729 BUT
he previously appeared in the Calne Township tax lists in 1724. Since West Caln 
Township was previously part of Calne Township. Peter, Sr. may have lived on 
future West Caln Township land as early as 1724.

Peter Babb, Sr. (29 September 1695 to 27 October 1773) was buried at the
Bradford Friends Cemetery and was the son of Thomas Babb, Sr. and Bathsheba 
Babb. Peter married Mary Lewis (1697 – 1773) who was the daughter of Evan & 
Ann Lewis.

A Warrant was issued on April 19, 1734 to Peter for 400 acres. It was
returned on February 10, 1742. The property containing 487 acres was surveyed by 
Samuel Lightfoot in 1741. See Warrant and Survey on below and on pages 2 and 3.

Part 1 of the Warrant issued to Peter Babb, Sr. on April 19, 1734
for 400 acres. It was returned on February 10, 1742.
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Part 2 of the Warrant issued to Peter Babb, Sr. on April 19, 1734
for 400 acres. It was returned on February 10, 1742.
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Survey of Peter Babb, Sr.’s Property by Samuel Lightfoot
on March 13, 1741.

Source: Survey Book C76, page 51.
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Drawing of Peter Babb’s Property showing division
of his property either by his will or future sales.

Two potential sites of homes are circled.
Source: Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form

dated June 18, 2002
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789 Cedar Knoll Road

Peter Babb’s Sr. will dated 1773 left the house that he and his wife Mary 
lived in to his wife and son Peter Babb, Jr.

Peter Babb, Sr’s Will dated 1773.

In 1796, Peter, Jr. sold this property to William Long (Chester County Deed 
Book I3 page 387).

The 1798 Glass Tax showed William Long was the owner and John Long as
the occupant for the following buildings on this property:

1 Story Log House – 20’ x 22’
1 Log Milkhouse – 6’ x 8’
1 Stone Barn – 50’ x 30’

98 acres (not unusual to underestimate acres on tax lists)
The 1799 tax list showed the same information as the 1798 Glass Tax.
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On April 2, 1814, William and Mary Long sold this property (112 acres) to 
Bernard and Anthony Vanleer (described as iron mongers).  On October 10, 1815, 
Bernard Vanleer placed an ad in the American Republican trying to sell his 112- 
acre property.

The ad stated that the buildings now include a two-story stone house with
two rooms to a floor, never failing spring near the door and a log barn. At 
some point between 1796 and 1815 the stone house was built.

It appears that the property was then sold to John Barr but no deed was
recorded. Samuel Hatfield purchased the property in 1817 at a sheriff sale. The 
property went thru several sales gradually reducing the size from 112 acres to 108 
acres, then 103 acres and then 99 acres. In 1855 Joseph Briggs purchased the 
property then containing 90 acres and 42 perches.

On November 1, 1864, Joseph Briggs placed an ad in the Village Record
trying to sell his 90-acre property. He lists a two and one-half floor stone
dwelling with four rooms on each floor plus a cellar, a new stone barn (45’ x 
60’), a wagon house and a stone spring house.
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Source: Village
Record, November 1,
1864.

On October 17,  1865, owner Joseph Briggs placed another newspaper ad in 
the Village Record. He states that the buildings were nearly all new.

Source: Village Record, October 17, 1865
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Photos of 789 Cedar Knoll Road
By Ray Kelso – 1996.
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Photo Above of Spring House
By Ray Kelso - 1996

Photo Above of 789 Cedar Knoll Road
By Gregg Reno – September 2, 2023
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Photos of 789 Cedar Knoll Road
by Gregg Reno – September 2, 2023
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793 Cedar Knoll Road

Peter Babb, Sr. in his will dated 1773 left the house that his son, Samson 
Babb now lives in to Samson.

****

Section of the Will leaving Samson Babb the property where he now lives.

At some point in time Samson Babb sold part of the property he inherited to 
Eli Shugart. The writer could not find that this deed was ever recorded.

The 1798 Glass Tax shows the following buildings on the Eli Shugart
property:

2 Story Log House – 18’ x 20’
1 Log Stable – 12’ x 14’

1 Stone Milk House – 8’ x 10’
The 1798 Glass Tax lists the neighbors as William Long and Samuel Downing 
which match the neighbors in the drawing shown on page 4.

On October 29, 1801, Eli Shugart placed an ad in the Philadelphia Gazette
trying to sell the property he purchased from Samson Babb. The ad showed the 
112-acre property contained a two-story log house, a log barn, and an ever-
lasting spring at the door of the house.

Please note that the ad showed the property was in West Chester Township. 
That is incorrect. The description of the property showed it was located in West 
Caln Township.
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Source: Philadelphia Gazette
October 29, 1801

This property eventually was acquired by Charles Brooke as part of the 
Hibernia properties and inherited by Helen Brooke and Louisa Wickersham. In 
1881, it was sold to George Streiby.

The county property records indicate the current house on the property was
built in 1880. It is not known if this is a guess or the actual date the house was 
built.

The Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form filed by Chester County
in 2002 shows that Samson is living at what is now 793 Cedar Knoll Road. The 
county admits they did not do a complete deed search.

I also did not do a complete deed search because of the complications of
dealing with the Charles Brooke empire and it’s multiple deeds.
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793 Cedar Knoll Road 
Photo by Ray Kelso – 1996

Source: Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form

CONCLUSION
The Peter Babb, Sr. original home was a log cabin according to the 1798

Glass Tax. Neither 789 Cedar Knoll Road nor 793 Cedar Knoll Road contain a log 
cabin at this time. Both properties did have log cabins in 1798.

Peter, Sr.’s will dated 1773 indicates that his home in 1773 was on the
property passed on to his son Peter, Jr. which is now 789 Cedar Knoll Road.

It is not 100% certain that the land passed on to Peter, Jr.  at 789 Cedar Knoll 
Road was the location of Peter, Sr.’s original home.

Al Brown  -  September 12, 2023
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