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-IlSTGCAL NARRATIVE: 
Land upon which the communications tower is proposed to be built: 

Land upon which the communications tower is proposed to be located is located has the following: Approximately 
200 feet to the northeast is a, now ground level, 18th  century stonewall that is allegedly built to provide a border to 
one of the Babb properties. 

West Cain Township 1767 Assessment 
Peter Babb 
330 acres and buildings at 28 grounds per acre 
2 horses, 6 cattle, 6 sheep 
TAX: 1 pound, 9 schillings, 6 pence 

Samson Babb 
In 1767, the Society of Friends for "keeping and using a fiddle" discovered Samson Babb. He became a 

tavern keeper in West Chester when the village was designated as the County seat in 1789. Subsequently, he 
moved to the interior of the State. 

Peter Babb, George H. Abittson, Edward Vernon, and Benjamin Parvin purchased the land from the Penn 
Proprietary government in the 18th  century. Since William Penn had died in 1718, the land Patents were issued by 
his sons, John, Thomas, and Richard. 

The connected land draft illustrates the sizes and locations for the first colonial families who settled what is now 
Hibernia County Park: 
1784: Mary and Peter Babb, Jr. to William Neely, 170 acres 
1758: Peter Babb to John Babb (son), 120 acres 
1796: Samson Babb top Eli Shugart, 112 acres 
1797: Samson Babb to Samuel Downing, 41 acres 

The Babb Family of West Cain Township, Chester County 

Thomas was the second son of Philip Babb, fishing master, Magistrate, and owner of a Butcher shop on Appledore 
Island, largest of the group of Isles of Shoals, off the coast of New Hampshire. He is reputed to be a man who 
befriended the pirates and became as evil in nature as they are said to have been. Philip died around 1761, and his 
wife, Mary Baylie Babb, died the following year leaving a five year old son Thomas who was taken in by the family 
of Henry Green, of New Hampshire. Henry was compelled to request of the New Hampshire Court financial relief to 
raise the small boy. the Court Indentured Thomas to Henry until he was eighteen years old. So, while Thomas had a 
place to live, he was not an adopted son, nor was he an heir to the Green estate, but, he did meet his future wife, 
Bathsheba Hussey, daughter of John Hussey. (There is no specific documentation to prove that Thomas Babb of 
Delaware was actually the son of Philip Babb of Isle of Shoals, but by preponderance of evidence there is little 
doubt). 

In about 1695, when Thomas was about thirty years old, he and Bathsheba and her father's family moved to Delaware 
to settle. It is a matter of record that the Hussey family and some of their neighbors converted to Quaker and were 
suffering some persecution from the Puritans in New England, which is thought to be the reason for the move to 
Delaware. Thomas and his brother William are said to have been merchants who amassed a small fortune to enable 
this drastic move to a new area. Sure;y moving into the area of the Pennsylvania and Delaware ports was a plus to the 
two young merchants. Thomas Babb had sizable land holdings in Delaware, and in 1725, purchased a PATENT of 
600 acres in Frederick County, Virginia. 

Bathsheba Babb bore Thomas seven children before she died in 1713. Thomas remarried in 1720. His second wife, 
Elizabeth Conway, was the widow on Charles Booth. She was the daughter of Thomas and Mary Hollingsworth 
Conway, and grand daughter Valentine Hollingsworth. There were no children to the second marriage. 



tree cYThomas Babb the sons of were living in Chester County, Pennsylvania when Thomas bought his Virginia 
acreage. At that time Thomas directed sons Thomas (jr) and Philip Babb to leave Pennsylvania and move to the 
Virginia tract and settle on it. They were Quakers and founders of the Hopewell Monthly Meeting of the Friends. 

When Thomas died his will (written in 1748 and proved in 175 1) directed that his son Peter was to inherit his father's 
estate in Delaware, the two sons that were sent to the Virginia PATENT were bequest that land, other bequests were 
made to daughters Mary, Rebecca and Lydia and to all the grand children including the children of deceased daughter 
Hulda. By this date Peter, son of Thomas of Delaware, had grown sons. Thomas, Peter's oldest son, received his 
grandfather's plantation in Delaware. 

The year Thomas moved to Delaware, his son Peter Babb was born (1695). In 1742, Peter took out a warrant for 487 
in what was then Cain Township, (now West Cain), Chester County. Peter and his wife Mary Lewis raised their ten 
children here. 

In 1758, Peter and Mary Lewis Babb, sold off a 150 acre portion of their 487 acre tract to their son John Babb who 
only lived another two years, dying in 1760. Since the deeds thereafter record Thomas Babb on this land as a bounder 
to its neighbors, it is not likely that this is Thomas the brother of John, but Thomas of Delaware's son, Thomas Babb. 

Around 1761 it is presumed that Samson Babb, son of Peter Babb, Sr., married Aim Way and moved onto a 172 acre 
tract of land that they would eventually inherit from his father will. When Peter Babb, Sr. died in 1773, he bequeathed 
his entire estate to his wife Mary Babb, "while a widow." He directs that the 150 acre "plantation whereon I now 
live" to be son Peter's, but this was subject to "my wife as above" (a dower right). [Peter Babb, Jr. and his mother 
actually received 187 acres.] 

The tract of land that Samson was already living on became his by right of title from his father Peter Sr.'s will. 
Thomas, who was already living on their grandfather's homestead in Delaware was given a token 10 shillings because 
he had received his inheritance from his father who was the original heir of the Delaware tract. 

Peter (2) and Mary Lewis Babb, Jr., (husband and wife), and Mary Babb, widow of Peter (1) and mother of Peter (2), 
sold off two portions of their land: a 5 acre tract to Ebenezer Pyle (in 1783), and a 70 acre tract of land to William 
Neeley (in 1784) both of these tracts were without improvements. 

Then in 1796, Peter and Mary (Lewis) Babb and the widow Mary Babb, sell the remaining 113 acre farm to William 
Long, and move to Ohio, where they died in ca. 1804. William and Mary Mackelduff Long sold the property to 
Bernard and Anthony VanLeer in 1814. 

A 112 acres portion of the Samson Babb 172 plantation, (with a house), was sold to Eli Shugart, and a smaller tract of 
20 acres of land, (with a house), was sold to Ebenezer Pyle, both sold in 1796. The last remaining Samson Babb tract 
of land was sold the following year (1797) to Samuel Downing, it also had a house. 

The Will of Peter Babb, 

In the name of god amen on May 18th 1773 - I Peter Babb of Township of West Cain County of Chester and province 
of pennsylvania being weak and frail of body but of perfect mind and memory praise be god for all his mercies and 
calling to min ye mortality of my body do make this my last will and testament VIZ principaly and first of all I 
recommend my soul to god that gave it and my body I bequeath to ye earth to be buried in a Christian like and decent 
estate wherewith if hath pleased god to bless me with in this life I give and devise and dispose of ye same in ye 
following manor and form - 
Item - I give and bequeath to my well beloved wife Mary Babb all my whole estate real and personal during her 
widowhood 



?tem - i give and devise to my son Thomas Babb ten shillings he being already advanced - I give and bequeath to my 
daughter Bathsheba Trego five shillings she being already advanced - Item - I give and bequeath to my daughter Mary 
Willson, one hundred pounds to be paid after my wifes decease - Item - I give to my son Peter Babb all that part of 
my plantation whereon I now live Containing by estimation one hundred and fifty acres, more or less, to be subject 
to my wife as above he or his heirs _?_ 

Adm'rs or either of them paying to my daughter Elizabeth Bishop one hundred 
pounds to her or his heirs after my wifes decease - Item - I give to my grandson Joseph now living with me fifty 
pounds to be paid out of my son Peters part as above - Item - I give to my daughter Ann Peirsoll five shillings she 
being already advanced - Item - I give to my daughter Shusana Babb one hundred pounds to be paid out of my son 
Samsons part of my estate after my wifes decease - Item - I give and bequeath to my son Samson Babb all that part 
of my estate whereon he now lives to him and his heirs or assigns for ever he paying or causing to be paid ye above 
one hundred pounds to my daughter Mary Willson or her heirs as also ye above one hundred pound to my daughter 
Shusana to her or her heirs and my will is that my son Peter Babb part of my estate shall go to him his heirs or assigns 
- and my will is that there shall be no waste of destruction on my real estate during my wifes natural life ye sd. Lands 
lying and being in ye above sd. township of West Cain - My wife Mary Babb and my son Thomas Babb I likewise 
make constitute and ordain my only and sole Executors of this my last will and testament and I do _?_ disalow 
revoked and every disanull all former wills of Exectors by me in any ways by me made will or ordained ratifying and 
confirming this and none other to be my last will and testament and In witnessed whereof I have here unto set my 
hand and seal ye day and your first above written - 
(He signs by making his mark) 
Witnessed by 
William Kennedy 
William Neely 
Robert Brown 
Before H.H. Graham 

Time Line - Babb property in West Clan Township, Chester County, Pa. 
1742 Penn Proprietary TO Peter Babb - land in West Caln, 487 acres (which when mapped on the 

computer computes to 516 acres). (487 Acres) 
1758 Peter and Mary Babb sold TO John Babb, son, 150 acres of land only. 

(John was 21 year old and unmarried). (487 acres - sold 150 acres = 337 acres) 
Ca. 1761 (possible date for Samson receiving his farm & circa marriage date for Samson Babb & Ann 

Way.) 
1773 Last Will and Testament of Peter Babb, 150 acres to Peter Babb, Jr. The "plantation 

whereon I now live." But there were more total acres on the north side of Cedar Knoll Road 
that Peter owned. 187 acres in all. (337 - sold 150 acres = 185 acres) 

1773 To son Samson Babb, son of Peter Babb, Sr. - acreage not given, 'all that land and 
plantation whereon he now lives." (he sells 5 acres + 70 acres + 112 acres = 187 acres) 

1783 Mary Babb, widow, and son Peter Babb, Jr. sell 5 acres of land only TO Ebenezer Pyle. 
1784 Peter and Mary Babb, (husband & wife) and Mary Babb, widow, 70 acres of land only TO 

William Neeley. 
1796 Thought to be around the time that Peter and Mary (husband and wife) moved to Ohio, where 

they died. 
1796 Samson Babb TO Eli Shugart, 112 acres with a messuage and tract on West Clan Township. 
1796 Peter and Mary Babb, (husband & wife.) and Mary Babb Widow, TO William Long, 113 acres 

and 35 perches messuage and tract of land in West Clan township. 
1814 William and Mary (Mackelduff) Long TO Bernard and Anthony Van Leer 112 acres, 

aiiu L1aL,L UI lallu. 



PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM --- NARRATIVE SHEET 	 89C 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation 

Survey Code: 	Tax Parcel/Other No.: Tax parcel no: 28-06-0020-0000 
County: Chester County 	 Municipality: Wagontown, PA 19376 
Historic! Other Name: Rural Hatfield- Hibernia National Register Historic District! Hibernia County Park 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 
Land upon which the communications tower is proposed to be built: 

The area where a this communications tower has been proposed to be placed in the center of a section of field in 
the northwest section of Hibernia Park that is an area of approximately 3 acres that is surrounded on all sides by 
trees. Approximately 300 feet to the east, across Cedar Knoll Road, is an English Colonial style stone house (known 
as 793 Cedar Knoll Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 and Resource No. 2), which is attributed to an 18th  century 
landowner, Peter Babb, although it is outside of what is currently known as the Babb plantation. Approximately 200 
feet to the northeast is a, now ground level, 	century stonewall that is allegedly built to provide a border to one of 
the Babb properties. Photo number one shows the Park Superintendent, John Vickers, standing at the exact 
location of the tower center. 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE: 
18th century, English Colonial style stone house attributed to Peter Babb: 

Dating the house is going to be a bit touchy since we did not do an entire deed search, and the tax records for that 
early time period are not complete. We do know that there was a house for Peter Babb, Sr. on the 1742 PATENT. We 
do not know anything about it. We do know that Peter Babb, Sr. gives ALL his estate to his wife Mary, subject to 
certain directives in his will and that included "the plantation whereon he (Peter, Sr.) now lives. This could have been 
the original (1742 PATENT) house? 

We also know that when Peter, Sr. dies (in 1773) his son Samson is already living on another part of the PATENT (in 
a house). Since Samson married Ann Way ca. 1760, we can assume one of two things .... that Samson and Ann moved 
onto this other part in 1760 and built a new house when they married, OR, Samson's father gave him the old tract 
with the old house and he (Peter) moved to the upper tract and built a new house up there. An opinion is that the 
house is attributed to Samson and Ann Way Babb, ca. 1760. But, one could easily say it is a Peter Babb house also. 
This is based on the information found at the time and this conclusion is based on that information, so far. 	- 
The Babb Family of West Caln Township, Chester County 

Thomas was the second son of Philip Babb, fishing master, Magistrate, and owner of a Butcher shop on Appledore 
Island, largest of the group of Isles of Shoals, off the coast of New Hampshire. He is reputed to be a man who 
befriended the pirates and became as evil in nature as they are said to have been. Philip died around 1761, and his 
wife, Mary Baylie Babb, died the following year leaving a five year old son Thomas who was taken in by the family 
of Henry Green, of New Hampshire. Henry was compelled to request of the New Hampshire Court financial relief to 
raise the small boy. the Court Indentured Thomas to Henry until he was eighteen years old. So, while Thomas had a 
place to live, he was not an adopted son, nor was he an heir to the Green estate, but, he did meet his future wife, 
Bathsheba Hussey, daughter of John Hussey. (There is no specific documentation to prove that Thomas Babb of 
Delaware was actually the son of Philip Babb of Isle of Shoals, but by preponderance of evidence there is little 
doubt). 

In about 1695, when Thomas was about thirty years old, he and Bathsheba and her father's family moved to Delaware 
to settle. It is a matter of record that the Hussey family and some of their neighbors converted to Quaker and were 
suffering some persecution from the Puritans in New England, which is thought to be the reason for the move to 
Delaware. Thomas and his brother William are said to have been merchants who amassed a small fortune to enable 
this drastic move to a new area. Sure;y moving into the area of the Pennsylvania and Delaware ports was a plus to the 
two young merchants. Thomas Babb had sizable land holdings in Delaware, and in 1725, purchased a PATENT of 
600 acres in Frederick County, Virginia. 

Bathsheba Babb bore Thomas seven children before she died in 1713. Thomas remarried in 1720. His second wife, 
Elizabeth Conway, was the widow on Charles Booth. She was the daughter of Thomas and Mary Hollingsworth 
Conway, and grand daughter Valentine Hollingsworth. There were no children to the second marriage. 

Tree of Thomas Babb the sons of were living in Chester County, Pennsylvania when Thomas bought his Virginia 
acreage. At that time Thomas directed sons Thomas (jr) and Philip Babb to leave Pennsylvania and move to the 
Virginia tract and settle on it. They were Quakers and founders of the Hopewell Monthly Meeting of the Friends. 

When Thomas died his will (written in 1748 and proved in 175 1) directed that his son Peter was to inherit his father's 
estate in Delaware, the two sons that were sent to the Virginia PATENT were bequest that land, other bequests were 
made to daughters Mary, Rebecca and Lydia and to all the grand children including the children of deceased daughter 
Hulda. By this date Peter, son of Thomas of Delaware, had grown sons. Thomas, Peter's oldest son, received his 
grandfather's plantation in Delaware. 

The year Thomas moved to Delaware, his son Peter Babb was born (1695). In 1742, Peter took out a warrant for 487 
in what was then Caln Township, (now West Caln), Chester County. Peter and his wife Mary Lewis raised their ten 
children here. 



In 1758, Peter and Mary Lewis Babb, sold off a 150 acre portion of their 487 acre tract to their son John Babb who 
only lived another two years, dying in 1760. Since the deeds thereafter record Thomas Babb on this land as a bounder 
to its neighbors, it is not likely that this is Thomas the brother of John, but Thomas of Delaware's son, Thomas Babb. 

Around 1761 it is presumed that Samson Babb, son of Peter Babb, Sr., married Ann Way and moved onto a 172 acre 
tract of land that they would eventually inherit from his father will. When Peter Babb, Sr. died in 1773, he bequeathed 
his entire estate to his wife Mary Babb, "while a widow." He directs that the 150 acre "plantation whereon I now 
live" to be son Peter's, but this was subject to "my wife as above" (a dower right). [Peter Babb, Jr. and his mother 
actually received 187 acres.] 

The tract of land that Samson was already living on became his by right of title from his father Peter Sr.'s will. 
Thomas, who was already living on their grandfather's homestead in Delaware was given a token 10 shillings because 
he had received his inheritance from his father who was the original heir of the Delaware tract. 

Peter (2) and Mary Lewis Babb, Jr., (husband and wife), and Mary Babb, widow of Peter (1) and mother of Peter (2), 
sold off two portions of their land: a 5 acre tract to Ebenezer Pyle (in 1783), and a 70 acre tract of land to William 
Neeley (in 1784) both of these tracts were without improvements. 

Then in 1796, Peter and Mary (Lewis) Babb and the widow Mary Babb, sell the remaining 113 acre farm to William 
Long, and move to Ohio, where they died in ca. 1804. William and Mary Mackelduff Long sold the property to 
Bernard and Anthony VanLeer in 1814. 

A 112 acres portion of the Samson Babb 172 plantation, (with a house), was sold to Eli Shugart, and a smaller tract of 
20 acres of land, (with a house), was sold to Ebenezer Pyle, both sold in 1796. The last remaining Samson Babb tract 
of land was sold the following year (1797) to Samuel Downing, it also had a house. 

The Will of Peter Babb, 

In the name of god amen on May 18th 1773 - I Peter Babb of Township of West Caln County of Chester and province 
of pennsylvania being weak and frail of body but of perfect mind and memory praise be god for all his mercies and 
calling to min ye mortality of my body do make this my last will and testament VIZ principaly and first of all I 
recommend my soul to god that gave it and my body I bequeath to ye earth to be buried in a Christian like and decent 
estate wherewith if hath pleased god to bless me with in this life I give and devise and dispose of ye same in ye 
following manor and form - 
Item - I give and bequeath to my well beloved wife Mary Babb all my whole estate real and personal during her 
widowhood 
Item - I give and devise to my son Thomas Babb ten shillings he being already advanced - I give and bequeath to my 
daughter Bathsheba Trego five shillings she being already advanced - Item - I give and bequeath to my daughter Mary 
Willson, one hundred pounds to be paid after my wifes decease - Item - I give to my son Peter Babb all that part of 
my plantation whereon I now live Containing by estimation one hundred and fifty acres, more or less, to be subject 
to my wife as above he or his heirs ? Adm'rs or either of them paying to my daughter Elizabeth Bishop one hundred 
pounds to her or his heirs after my wifes decease - Item - I give to my grandson Joseph now living with me fifty 
pounds to be paid out of my son Peters part as above - Item - I give to my daughter Ann Peirsoll five shillings she 
being already advanced - Item - I give to my daughter Shusana Babb one hundred pounds to be paid out of my son 
Samsons part of my estate after my wifes decease - Item - I give and bequeath to my son Samson Babb all that part 
of my estate whereon he now lives to him and his heirs or assigns for ever he paying or causing to be paid ye above 
one hundred pounds to my daughter Mary Willson or her heirs as also ye above one hundred pound to my daughter 
Shusana to her or her heirs and my will is that my son Peter Babb part of my estate shall go to him his heirs or assigns 
- and my will is that there shall be no waste of destruction on my real estate during my wifes natural life ye sd. Lands 
lying and being in ye above sd. township of West Cain - My wife Mary Babb and my son Thomas Babb I likewise 



make constitute and ordain my only and sole Executors of this my last will and testament and I do ? disalow 
revoked and every disanull all former wills of Exectors by me in any ways by me made will or ordained ratifying and 
confirming this and none other to be my last will and testament and In witnessed whereof I have here unto set my 
hand and seal ye day and your first above written - 
(He signs by making his mark) 
Witnessed by 
William Kennedy 
William Neely 
Robert Brown 
Before H.H. Graham 

Time Line - Babb property in West Clan Township, Chester County, Pa. 
1742 Penn Proprietary TO Peter Babb - land in West Cain, 487 acres (which when mapped on the 

computer computes to 516 acres). (487 Acres) 
1758 Peter and Mary Babb sold TO John Babb, son, 150 acres of land only. 

(John was 21 year old and unmarried). (487 acres - sold 150 acres = 337 acres) 
Ca. 1761 (possible date for Samson receiving his farm & circa marriage date for Samson Babb & Ann 

Way.) 
1773 Last Will and Testament of Peter Babb. 150 acres to Peter Babb, Jr. The "plantation 

whereon I now live." But there were more total acres on the north side of Cedar Knoll Road 
that Peter owned. 187 acres in all. (337 - sold 150 acres = 185 acres) 

1773 To son Samson Babb. son of Peter Babb, Sr. - acreage not given. 'all that land and 
plantation whereon he now lives." (he sells 5 acres + 70 acres + 112 acres = 187 acres) 

1783 Mary Babb, widow, and son Peter Babb, Jr. sell 5 acres of land only TO Ebenezer Pyle. 
1784 Peter and Mary Babb, (husband & wife) and Mary Babb, widow, 70 acres of land only TO 

William Neeley. 
1796 Thought to be around the time that Peter and Mary (husband and wife) moved to Ohio, where 

they died. 
1796 Samson Babb TO Eli Shugart, 112 acres with a messuage and tract on West Clan Township. 
1796 Peter and Mary Babb, (husband & wife.) and Mary Babb Widow, TO William Long, 113 acres 

and 35 perches messuage and tract of land in West Clan township. 
1814 William and Mary (MackeldufO Long TO Bernard and Anthony Van Leer 112 acres, 

1 11 
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89A 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

Bureau of Historic Preservation 
Box 1026, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026 

Survey CodeITax Parcel/Other No.: 
Municipality: L. 	 7. 	Address: — 

Historic Name/Other Name: 	-'-( 	/ 
SITE PLAN 

County: 

PHOTO INFORMATION 

Attach Photo Here 

1 742 	 to Peter Babb, Sr., 487 acres (actually Ca. 516 acres) 
1758 .........Mary & Peter Babb )h&w) TO John Babb (son) - 150 acres (#1) 
Ca. 1761...)possible date for Samson and Ann Way to marry and moving onto land that he would eventually inherit 
1773 ........Will of Peter Babb, Sr., leaves all to his wife, Mary. 

The plantation "whereon I now live to son Peter, Jr. 150 acres (actually 185 acres), and 
The 'plantation whereon son Samson is already living' to Samson 150 acres (actually 187 acres) Photographer Name: 	1i,'ja-  -. 	i-i ;/-e 	 Date: 

Negative Location: /',cfi'w  



PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM - DATA SHEET 	89B 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation 

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

Survey Code: 	 Tax Parcel/Other No.: - 
County: 	1. 	- — 	2.  
Municipality: 1. 	 2.  

Address: 	
Q(!. 	 t4 /2 7- 

Historic Name: 	t 	 Clrc—, 

Other Name: 	/ 	t7-  

OwnerName/Address: 	/ 	 (T7 
Owner Category: 	Private 	____ Public-local 	Public-state 	____ Public-federal 

Resource Category: 	Building 	_____ District 	...i Site 	_____ Structure 	_____ Object 

Number/Approximate Number of Resources Covered by This Form: 	( 

USGSQuad: 1. 	 -c 	 2. 

UTM 	 A. / 	/'/ 	 27'c7 C.  

References: 	B. / 	A! 'Fc/  ) '-?'f A 7 	- D.  

HISTORIC AND CURRENT FUNCTIONS 

Historic Function Category: 	 Subcategory: 	 Code: 

;,,(/1iit 7 	 - /At 	7/ 

 
 

 
Particular Type: A. 

 

 

 

Current Function Category: 	 Subcategory: 	 Code: 
 

 
 

 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification: A.  

B. ______________ -- C. -- 

0. _________________________________ - - 	Other:  
Exterior Materials: 	Foundation __________________ - - Roof  

Walls _______________________ 	( 	Walls  
Other _______________________ - - Other  

Structural System: 1. ________________________________ - - 2.  

Width: 	 Depth: 	 Stories/Height:  



HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Year Built: -C.—to-C.—  Additions/Alterations Dates: —C.—;-C.— 

Basis for Dating: 	Documentary 	Physical 

Explain: 

Cultural/Ethnic Affiliation: 1. ____________________________________ 2.  

Associated Individuals: 1. ___________________________________ 2.  

Associated Events: 	1. ___________________________________ 2.  

Architects/Engineers: 	1. ____________________________________ 2.  

Builders: 	 1. ___________________________________ 2.  

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

- 

PREVIOUS SURVEY, DETERMINATIONS 

1c  

EVALUATION (Survey Director/Consultants Only) 

Individual NR Potential: __Yes ____No Context(s): 

Contributes to Potential District _____ Yes -No District Name/Status:  

Explain:  

	

C171 	 -7 	 ; 

THREATS 

Threats: 	1. None 	2. Public Development 	3. Private Development 	4. Neglect 	5. Other 

Explain: 	 c- 	c 	CCfz 	, 	 c 

C 	i i i Zr 	
-, 	 4 

LQ 

SURVEYOR INFORMATION 

Surveyor Name/Title: _______________________________________________ Date:  

Project Name: 

Organization: 	 Telephone: 

Street and No.:  

City, State: 	 Zip Code:.  

Additional Survey Documentation:  

Associated Survey Codes: 



PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM --- NARRATIVE SHEET 	89C 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation 

Survey Code: 	Tax Parcel/Other No.: Tax Parcel No.: 28-06-0020-0000 
County: Chester 	 Municipality: Wagontown, PA 19376 
Historic/ Other Name: Rural Hatfield- Hibernia National Register Historic District! Hibernia County Park 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 
18th century stonewall: 

The area where this communications tower has been proposed to be placed in the center of a section of field 
in the northwest section of Hibernia Park that is an area of approximately 3 acres that is surrounded on all sides by 
trees. Approximately 300 feet to the east, across Cedar Knoll Road, is an English Colonial style stone house (known 
as 793 Cedar Knoll Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 and Resource No. 2), which is attributed to an 18th  century 
landowner, Peter Babb, although it is outside of what is currently known as the Babb plantation. Approximately 200 
feet to the northeast is a, now ground level, 18th century stonewall that is allegedly built to provide a border to one of 
the Babb properties. Photo number one shows the Park Superintendent, John Vickers, standing at the exact 
location of the tower center. 



H6RCAL NARRATIVE: 
18th  century stonewall: 

Approximately 200 feet to the northeast is a, now ground level, 18  th   century stonewall that is allegedly built to 
provide a border to one of the Babb properties. The following is some history on this plantation and the landowners: 

West CaIn Township 1767 Assessment 
Peter Babb 
330 acres and buildings at 28 grounds per acre 
2 horses, 6 cattle, 6 sheep 
TAX: 1 pound, 9 schillings, 6 pence 

Samson Babb 
In 1767, the Society of Friends for "keeping and using a fiddle" discovered Samson Babb. He became a 

tavern keeper in West Chester when the village was designated as the County seat in 1789. Subsequently, he 
moved to the interior of the State. 

Peter Babb, George H. Abittson, Edward Vernon, and Benjamin Parvin purchased the land from the Penn 
Proprietary government in the 18th  century. Since William Penn had died in 1718, the land Patents were issued by 
his sons, John, Thomas, and Richard. 

The connected land draft illustrates the sizes and locations for the first colonial families who settled what is now 
Hibernia County Park: 
1784: Mary and Peter Babb, Jr. to William Neely, 170 acres 
1758: Peter Babb to John Babb (son), 120 acres 
1796: Samson Babb top Eli Shugart, 112 acres 
1797: Samson Babb to Samuel Downing, 41 acres 

The Babb Family of West Cain Township, Chester County 

Thomas was the second son of Philip Babb, fishing master, Magistrate, and owner of a Butcher shop on Appledore 
Island, largest of the group of Isles of Shoals, off the coast of New Hampshire. He is reputed to be aman who 
befriended the pirates and became as evil in nature as they are said to have been. Philip died around 1761, and his 
wife, Mary Baylie Babb, died the following year leaving a five year old son Thomas who was taken in by the family 
of Henry Green, of New Hampshire. Henry was compelled to request of the New Hampshire Court financial relief to 
raise the small boy. the Court Indentured Thomas to Henry until he was eighteen years old. So, while Thomas had a 
place to live, he was not an adopted son, nor was he an heir to the Green estate, but, he did meet his future wife, 
Bathsheba Hussey, daughter of John Hussey. (There is no specific documentation to prove that Thomas Babb of 
Delaware was actually the son of Philip Babb of Isle of Shoals, but by preponderance of evidence there is little 
doubt). 

In about 1695, when Thomas was about thirty years old, he and Bathsheba and her father's family moved to Delaware 
to settle. It is a matter of record that the Hussey family and some of their neighbors converted to Quaker and were 
suffering some persecution from the Puritans in New England, which is thought to be the reason for the move to 
Delaware. Thomas and his brother William are said to have been merchants who amassed a small fortune to enable 
this drastic move to a new area. Sure;y moving into the area of the Pennsylvania and Delaware ports was a plus to the 
two young merchants. Thomas Babb had sizable land holdings in Delaware, and in 1725, purchased a PATENT of 
600 acres in Frederick County, Virginia. 

Bathsheba Babb bore Thomas seven children before she died in 1713. Thomas remarried in 1720. His second wife, 
Elizabeth Conway, was the widow on Charles Booth. She was the daughter of Thomas and Mary Hollingsworth 
Conway, and grand daughter Valentine Hollingsworth. There were no children to the second marriage. 

Tree of Thomas Babb the sons of were living in Chester County, Pennsylvania when Thomas bought his Virginia 
acreage. At that time Thomas directed sons Thomas (jr) and Philip Babb to leave Pennsylvania and move to the 
Virginia tract and settle on it. They were Quakers and founders of the Hopewell Monthly Meeting of the Friends. 



When Thomas died his will (written in 1748 and proved in 175 1) directed that his son Peter was to inherit his father's 
estate in Delaware, the two sons that were sent to the Virginia PATENT were bequest that land, other bequests were 
made to daughters Mary, Rebecca and Lydia and to all the grand children including the children of deceased daughter 
Hulda. By this date Peter, son of Thomas of Delaware, had grown sons. Thomas, Peter's oldest son, received his 
grandfather's plantation in Delaware. 

The year Thomas moved to Delaware, his son Peter Babb was born (1695). In 1742, Peter took out a warrant for 487 
in what was then Caln Township, (now West Caln), Chester County. Peter and his wife Mary Lewis raised their ten 
children here. 

In 1758, Peter and Mary Lewis Babb, sold off a 150 acre portion of their 487 acre tract to their son John Babb who 
only lived another two years, dying in 1760. Since the deeds thereafter record Thomas Babb on this land as a bounder 
to its neighbors, it is not likely that this is Thomas the brother of John, but Thomas of Delaware's son, Thomas Babb. 

Around 1761 it is presumed that Samson Babb, son of Peter Babb, Sr., married Ann Way and moved onto a 172 acre 
tract of land that they would eventually inherit from his father will. When Peter Babb, Sr. died in 1773, he bequeathed 
his entire estate to his wife Mary Babb, "while a widow." He directs that the 150 acre "plantation whereon I now 
live" to be son Peter's, but this was subject to "my wife as above" (a dower right). [Peter Babb, Jr. and his mother 
actually received 187 acres.] 

The tract of land that Samson was already living on became his by right of title from his father Peter Sr.'s will. 
Thomas, who was already living on their grandfather's homestead in Delaware was given a token 10 shillings because 
he had received his inheritance from his father who was the original heir of the Delaware tract. 

Peter (2) and Mary Lewis Babb, Jr., (husband and wife), and Mary Babb, widow of Peter (1) and mother of Peter (2), 
sold off two portions of their land: a 5 acre tract to Ebenezer Pyle (in 1783), and a 70 acre tract of land to William 
Neeley (in 1784) both of these tracts were without improvements. 

Then in 1796, Peter and Mary (Lewis) Babb and the widow Mary Babb, sell the remaining 113 acre farm to William 
Long, and move to Ohio, where they died in ca. 1804. William and Mary Mackelduff Long sold the property to 
Bernard and Anthony VanLeer in 1814. 

A 112 acres portion of the Samson Babb 172 plantation, (with a house), was sold to Eli Shugart, and a smaller tract of 
20 acres of land, (with a house), was sold to Ebenezer Pyle, both sold in 1796. The last remaining Samson Babb tract 
of land was sold the following year (1797) to Samuel Downing, it also had a house. 

The Will of Peter Babb, 

In the name of god amen on May 18th 1773 - I Peter Babb of Township of West Cain County of Chester and province 
of permsylvania being weak and frail of body but of perfect mind and memory praise be god for all his mercies and 
calling to min ye mortality of my body do make this my last will and testament VIZ principaly and first of all I 
recommend my soul to god that gave it and my body I bequeath to ye earth to be buried in a Christian like and decent 
estate wherewith if hath pleased god to bless me with in this life I give and devise and dispose of ye same in ye 
following manor and form - 
Item - I give and bequeath to my well beloved wife Mary Babb all my whole estate real and personal during her 
widowhood 
Item - I give and devise to my son Thomas Babb ten shillings he being already advanced - I give and bequeath to my 
daughter Bathsheba Trego five shillings she being already advanced - Item - I give and bequeath to my daughter Mary 
Willson, one hundred pounds to be paid after my wifes decease - Item - I give to my son Peter Babb all that part of 
my plantation whereon I now live Containing by estimation one hundred and fifty acres, more or less, to be subject 



to my wife as above he or his heirs ? Adm'rs or either of them paying to my daughter Elizabeth Bishop one hundred 
pounds to her or his heirs after my wifes decease - Item - I give to my grandson Joseph now living with me fifty 
pounds to be paid out of my son Peters part as above - Item - I give to my daughter Arm Peirsoll five shillings she 
being already advanced - Item - I give to my daughter Shusana Babb one hundred pounds to be paid out of my son 
Samsons part of my estate after my wifes decease - Item - I give and bequeath to my son Samson Babb all that part 
of my estate whereon he now lives to him and his heirs or assigns for ever he paying or causing to be paid ye above 
one hundred pounds to my daughter Mary Willson or her heirs as also ye above one hundred pound to my daughter 
Shusana to her or her heirs and my will is that my son Peter Babb part of my estate shall go to him his heirs or assigns 
- and my will is that there shall be no waste of destruction on my real estate during my wifes natural life ye sd. Lands 
lying and being in ye above sd. township of West Caln - My wife Mary Babb and my son Thomas Babb I likewise 
make constitute and ordain my only and sole Executors of this my last will and testament and I do _?_ disalow 
revoked and every disanull all former wills of Exectors by me in any ways by me made will or ordained ratifying and 
confirming this and none other to be my last will and testament and In witnessed whereof I have here unto set my 
hand and seal ye day and your first above written - 
(He signs by making his mark) 
Witnessed by 
William Kennedy 
William Neely 
Robert Brown 
Before H.H. Graham 

Time Line - Babb property in West Clan Township, Chester County, Pa. 
1742 Penn Proprietary TO Peter Babb - land in West Caln, 487 acres (which when mapped on the 

computer computes to 516 acres). (487 Acres) 
1758 Peter and Mary Babb sold TO John Babb, son, 150 acres of land only. 

(John was 21 year old and unmarried). (487 acres - sold 150 acres = 337 acres) 
Ca. 1761 (possible date for Samson receiving his farm & circa marriage date for Samson Babb & Ann 

Way.) 
1773 Last Will and Testament of Peter Babb. 150 acres to Peter Babb, Jr. The "plantation 

whereon 1 now live." But there were more total acres on the north side of Cedar Knoll Road 
that Peter owned. 187 acres in all. (337 - sold 150 acres = 185 acres) 

1773 To son Samson Babb. son of Peter Babb. Sr. - acreage not given. 	all that land and 
plantation whereon he now lives." (he sells 5 acres + 70 acres + 112 acres = 187 acres) 

1783 Mary Babb, widow, and son Peter Babb, Jr. sell 5 acres of land only TO Ebenezer Pyle. 
1784 Peter and Mary Babb, (husband & wife) and Mary Babb, widow, 70 acres of land only TO 

William Neeley. 
1796 Thought to be around the time that Peter and Mary (husband and wife) moved to Ohio, where 

they died. 
1796 Samson Babb TO Eli Shugart, 112 acres with a messuage and tract on West Clan Township. 
1796 Peter and Mary Babb, (husband & wife.) and Mary Babb Widow, TO William Long, 113 acres 

and 35 perches messuage and tract of land in West Clan township. 
1814 William and Mary (MackeldufO Long TO Bernard and Anthony Van Leer 112 acres, 

MILIMNIRIMMAWrave 



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2nd Floor 

400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 
www.phmc.state.pa.us  

July 12, 2002 

Charles Keith Leto 
Governor's Office of Administration 
Radio Project Office 
5 Technology Park, Room 109 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2913 

TO EXPEDT RE\/iEV'J USE 
BHP REFERENCE NUMBER 

Re: ER 02-2207-029-A 
FCC: Proposed 180-Foot Radio Tower, Cedar Knoll Rd., W. Cain 
Twp., Chester Co. 

Dear Mr. Leto: 

The Bureau for Historic Preservation (the State Historic Preservation Office) has 
reviewed the above named project in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended in 1980 and 1992, and the regulations (36 CFR Part 800) 
of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as revised in 1999. These requirements include 
consideration of the project's potential effect upon both historic and archaeological resources. 

It is the opinion of the State Historic Preservation Officer that the Peter Babb House, 
located at 793 Cedar Knoll Road, is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. In addition, no archaeological investigations are necessary in this project area. 

The proposed tower site is located in the Hatfield/Hibernia Historic District, a resource 
listed in the National Register. It is our opinion that, because the project consists of replacing a 
155-foot existing tower with a 180-foot tower, there will be no change in effect to the historic 
resource. 

If you need further information please consult Ann Safley at (717) 787-9121. 

Sincerely, 

4t~L~ 
e nH.Cutler 

D rector 

cc: 	FCC 
Jane Davidson, Chester Co. Parks & Recreation 

JHC/ras 


