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In the name of God Amen, I John Babb of the parish of Doddiscombsleigh in the County of Devon Exeter 
being in good health of body and of sound and perfect mind and memory, praise be given therefore to 

Allmighty God do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form following (that is 

to say) first and principally Granted my Soul into the hands of Allmighty God hoping through the meritts 

death and passion of my Saviour Jesus Christ to have full and free pardon of all my Sins and to inherit 

the everlasting life And my body transit to the Earth to be decently buryed att the discretion of my 

Executers heareafter named And as touching the disposition of all such temporal Estate as if hath 

pleased God to bestow upon me I Give and dispose thereof as followeth, first I will that my debts  

and funeral expenses shall be paid and discharged  

Item - I Give to the poor of Doddiscombsleigh the sum of twenty shillings yearly forever to be distributed 

att Christmas by my wife after my deceast during her life and after her deceast by Richard Ducke my 

Nephew the Son of Philip Ducke of Heavitree or my Executors in Trust to be issuing and Paid out of my 

Lands in Doddiscombsleigh, and if he shall dye without issue then to be paid by such other person as 

shall lawfully havint my Estate there  

Item - I give and bequeath to my Servants and Apperitto that shall be living with me att the time of my 

decease the sum of Ten shillings each of them to be paid them within one year after my decease  

Item – I Give and bequeath unto Coward Preston of Bridford Labourer the sum of ten shillings to be paid 

in one year after my decease 

Item – I give to Roger Bury of Doddiscombsleigh ten shillings to be paid in one year after my decease 

Item – I give and bequeath to my wife the Barton of Doddiscombsleigh during her widowhood 

committing no wast taking such Timber only upon the said Barton as shall be needfull to repair the same 

Item – I give and bequeath to my wife the Grownd hereafter named (that is to say) Ashbridged 

Dirtytombs prissy meadow Ogdon Testament pound meadow and all my Northern Land lying within the 

parish of Doddiscombsleigh for thirty years if she shall live so long a widow 

Item – I Give and bequeath to my niece Mrs Elizabeth Ducke Daughter of my Kinsman Philip Ducke of 

Heavitree the sum of one thousand pounds to be paid by my Estate Executors in the first when the shall 

accomplish the Age of Twenty four-years all wayed provided that the shall be ruled by her Grand father 

Ducke and Grandmother Quicke and my wife and the rest of my Executors in trust If not to have but one 

shilling in Lieu there of 

Item- I give and bequeath to Mrs. Frances Ducke, daughter of the said Mr. Phillip Ducke the sum of one 

thousand pounds to be paid by my executors or my executers in trust when she shall accomplish the Age 

of twenty four years, provided all wayed that she shall be ruled by my Executors in trust if not to have 

but one shilling in Lieu thereof and in case either of them shall dye before she shall accomplish the Age 

of Twenty four years then the survivor of them shall have fifteen hundred pounds paid her after said 

Age of twenty four years 



Item – my will and pleasure is that my Executors hereafter named and the survivors or survivor of them 

shall allow my said two nieces for their maintainment until their portions shall become payable as 

aforesaid such summed of money yearly as they or the major part of them shall think fifteen spending 

Twenty pounds per Annum to either of them 

Item – I will that my wife shall enjoy the use of my Stock of goods without door and place and goods 

within my house att Doddiscombsleigh during her widowhood and after her to remain to my Executors 

desiring her to first att Doddiscombsleigh during her life 

Item – I give grant devise and bequeath unto my Kinsman Richard’s wife eldest Son of my Nephew Philip 

Ducke of Heavitree in the County of Devon Gentleman All my messuage Lands Tenements and 

Landitaments lying within County of Devon to have and to hold the same for and during the term of 

ninety nine years if he shall so long live without impairment of or for any manner of wast with power for 

him the said Richard Ducke to make a Toynture in and part of the permitted above mentioned Except 

the Lands within the parish of Doddiscombsleigh to any woman that he shall take to wife) provided the 

said Toynture so fo be made do not need the value of one hundred pounds per Anum 

Item – I give grant devise and bequeath all my said Lands (Except before [mentioned]) after the decease 

of the said Richard Ducke to the Eldest son of his body lawfully to be begotten for him of his natural life 

(without impeachment of wast, and to the heirs males of such Son lawfully to be begotten for such and 

for default of such your to the set and Son of the said Richard Ducke lawfully to be begotten for and 

during his natural life and to the heirs males of the body of such second Son forever and for default of 

such if set to the third forth fifth sixth and all other the Son or Sons of the said Richard Ducke lawfully to 

be begotten and the heirs males of their bodyes forever the Eldest and the heirs males of his body to 

take place before the younger and his heirs males and for or fault of such desire to the heirs female of 

the said Richard Ducke and their heirs forever And if the said Richard Ducke shall dye without issue then 

I give grant devise and bequeath all my Lands in Doddiscombsleigh and Bridford after the decease of my 

wife unto my said priest and Elizabeth Ducke for and during the form of Ninety nine years if she shall 

happen so long to live provided that she in that case do pay unto her Sister Frances Ducke the sum of 

One thousand pounds within the space of three years after she shall be in possession of the same and 

after the decease of the said Elizabeth Ducke I give grant devise and bequeath all my said Lands in 

Doddiscombsleigh and Bridford to the Eldest Son of the said Elizabeth lawfully to be begotten for term 

of his natural life without impeachment of wast and to the heirs males of the body of such Son lawfully 

to be begotten in for such and for default of such issue to the second Son of the said Elizabeth lawfully 

to be begotten for term of his life without impeachment of wast and to the heirs males of the body of 

________ Son forever a list for default of such if not to the third fourth fifth sixth and all other the Sons 

of the said Elizabeth Ducke lawfully to be begotten and the heirs males of their bodies forever thereafft 

and the heirs males of their bodyes to take place before the younger and their heirs males and for 

default of such issue. To the Issue females of the said Elizabeth Ducke and their heirs for such And if the 

said Elizabeth shall dye without issue then I give grant devise and bequeath all my Lands lying within the 

County of Devon to my Kinswoman for said Mrs Frances Ducke to have and to hold the same to her for 

and during the term of ninety nine years, if she shall so long live without impeachment of wast 

Item – I give grant devise and bequeath All my Lands after the decease of the said Frances Ducke to the 

Eldest Son of her body lawfully to be begotten for term of his life (without impeachment of wast and to 

the heirs males of the body of such Son lawfully to be begotten forever And for default of such Issue to 



the Second Son of the said Frances Ducke lawfully to be begotten for term of his life without 

impeachment of wast and to the heirs males of the body of such second Son forever And for default of 

such issue to the third forth fifth sixth and all other the sons of the said Frances Ducke lawfully to be 

begotten and the heirs males of their bodyes forever the Eldest and the heirs males of his body to take 

place before the younger and his heirs males And for default of such issue to the heirs of males of the 

said Frances and their heirs forever 

Item – my will and mind is that if the said Frances and their heirs forever 

Item – my will and mind is that if the said Elizabeth Ducke of her if she shall happen to be possessed or 

seized of any Estate in Doddiscombsleigh and Bridford as aforesaid by virtue of this my last Will and 

Testament that then the said Frances Ducke and her if she shall have and enjoy all the rest of my 

messuage Lands Tenements and Hereditaries lying out of the said two parishes within the County of 

Devon in like manner and for the life termed and Estates and under the same conditions and limitations 

that the said Elizabeth and her issue to enjoy the said Lands lying in Doddiscombsleigh and Bridford as 

aforesaid Except that of the payment of one thousand pounds aforesaid And in case either the said 

Elizabeth of Frances shall happen to dye without issue that the survivor of them and her issue shall have 

and enjoy all my said Estate in like manner and for such like terms and Estates and under the same 

conditions and limitations that the said Richard Ducke and his issue are to have hold occupy enjoy and 

possess the same by virtue of this my last Will as aforesaid and not otherwise And in case the said 

Richard Ducke Elizabeth Duck and Frances Ducke shall all happen to dye without issue then and in that 

case I give grant devise and bequeath all my said messuage Land Tenements and Hereditaries until my 

Kinsmand John Quicke of Newton St Cyres in the County of Devon Esquire for the term of Ninety Nine 

years if he shall so long live And after his decease to grant Thomas Quicke his Eldest Son for the term of 

ninety nine years if he shall so long life and after his decease to the heirs males of his body lawfully to be 

begotten And for default of such Issue to my Kinsman John Quicke of Stossbridge marsh in the said 

Parish of Newton St. Cyres for the term of ninety nine years if he shall live so long and after his decease 

to John Quicke Gentleman his only Son for term of his life and to his heirs males forever 

Item – I do make and appoint the said Richard Ducke my Nephew to be my Executor of this my 

Testament And do constitute and appoint John Quicke of Newton St. Cyres Lsugh Stafford of Upton-

pyne Esquire Thomas Quicke of Netwon aforesaid Gentleman Philip Ducke of Heavitree Gent Roger Set 

of Kinsteignton Gent John Hull and John Quicke of Stossbridge Marsh and said parish of Newton my 

Executors in Trust and shall be Administrators and have the Administration of my goods that & depts 

ready money and shall have the setting and letting of all my Lands and the receipt of all my rents issues 

and profits there of (Except what is hereby bequeathed to my wife, until my said Nephew Richard Ducke 

shall attain the age of one and twenty years And in the meantime I desire my Executors in Trust or the 

major part of them surprising to take care that he be virtuously educated and allowing for his 

maintainance so much as they think fit, not exceeding sixty pounds per Annum and then to account with 

him for the same And in case he dye before he shall be twenty one years old Then I ordain the said 

Elizabeth Ducke and Frances Ducke joint Executrixes of this my Testament but to have the 

Administration of my goods. Thattes debts ready money and the receipt of my Rents aforesaid in the 

custody and disposition of my Executors in Trust until they the said Elizabeth and Frances or the Survivor 

of them shall attain the Age of twenty one years. And then to amount with them of the Survivor of them 

for the same allowing my Executors in Trust such charge as shall be expended in the Execution of this my 

last Will and Testament And I do hereby revoke all former and other Wills and Testaments heretofore by 



me made and make and ordain this to be my last Will and Testament in witness where of I the said John 

Babb have subscribed this my last Will and Testament with my own hand, and thereunto put my Seal 

this Eleventh Day of November in the fourth year of the reign of our Lord and Lady William and Mary (by 

the grace of God) King and Queen of England Scotland France and Ireland Defenders of the faith Anno 

Domini One thousand six hundred ninety and two  

John Babb 

Signed Sealed declared and delivered by the said John Babb in the presents of us. Who did then and 

there in presence of the said John Babb subscribe our names as Witnesses thereunto. 

Richard Takess Senior Anna Takess John Takess 

 

 

 

 


